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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is an introduction to Eurasian Studies. As the course is designed for 

undergraduate students, it delivers an overview of political developments in 

Eurasia. The course primarily addresses Eurasianism as a geopolitical concept to 

familiarize students with the region they are projected to deal with. Subsequently, 

it concentrates on the last years of the Soviet Union to elucidate the conditions 

under which modern Eurasia was shaped as a geopolitical space. Eventually, the 

course details a number of former Soviet republics, in particular Russian 

Federation, to probe into the developments that take placeinEurasia. 

 

2. THE PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE DISCIPLINE 

The main aim of this course is to illuminate the political developments in Eurasia, 

which can also be defined as the post-Soviet space.In order to clarify the regionin 

which students are anticipated to engage, the course first discusses the relationship 

between Eurasia and Eurasianism as geopolitical terms. Thereafter, the course 

concentrates on the breakup of the Soviet Union to shed light on the emergence 

of post-Soviet Eurasia as a geopolitical concept. The course then elaborates on 

numerous post-Soviet republics beginning with the Russian Federation. In this 

sense, the course aims to deconstruct the assumed unique characteristic of Eurasia, 

and instead, it attaches great importance tothe distinctivedynamics of each former 

Soviet republic. 

Taxonomy of the course and learning outcomes:  

By the end of the semester students will have acquired the following rudiments of 

Eurasia: 

1) An overview of the birth of Eurasia as a geopolitical concept; 

2) The significance of the dissolution of the Soviet Union inshaping the 

current boundaries of Eurasia; 



3) Under what conditions did the post-Soviet countries gain their 

independence; 

4) For what reason did the post-Soviet republics pursue numerous political 

trajectories? 

5) The latest political developments in Eurasia.   

 

 

Course Requirements, and Grading 

This course will be run for 13 weeks. It has consisted of two main parts: the first 

part included the learning and discussion parts. In this section, students are 

required to read sources provided in advance by the instructor. Students have the 

responsibility to read each week’s resources before the lecture. The course will be 

held primarily in a discussion format in the context of previously read resources. 

Therefore, it is vital to be ready before participating in the class. Students are 

expected to do all the required readings for each week to follow discussions and 

participate effectively in class. The second part of the course will be held in a 

seminar format. By forming several groups, students will present a variety of 

topics in connection with International Relations each week to improve their 

practical skills. The first section of the course will make up 70 percent of the 

overall grade. In this context, students will have the opportunity to acquire 7 

points each week depending on their performance in class discussions. The second 

section of the course, which will be based on students’ presentations of particular 

topics, will consist of 30 percent of the grading system. Regular attendance is 

essential for the successful completion of the course. Excellent participation will 

be awarded + 2 points. 



3. COURSE STRUCTURE 

Course schedule 

Week

s 

Topics of classes Form of 

class 

Reading material(s) 
Grading 

 

 

 

1 

Course overview and 

introduction 

Course policy 

Requirements 

Training materials. 

Academic integrity  

Lecture 

  

– 

Distribution of Group 

Assignments 
Practice 

 

– 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

Eurasia and Eurasianism 

 

  

Lecture 

 

[1, p. 7-17] 

[41, p. 1-12] 

[29, p. 84-97] 

7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on The Great Game of 

19th Century  

 

Practice 

 

30 

 

 

 

3 

 

The Collapse of The 

Soviet Union  

  

Lecture 

 

[1, p. 18-29] 

[52, p. 253-277] 
7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on Gorbachev’s rolein the 

Collapse of the USSR 

Practice 

 

30 

 

 

 

4 

 

Post-Soviet Russia: From 

Liberal Illusion to Present 

Politics 

Lecture 

 

[1, p. 30-40] 

[45, p. 641-657] 

  

7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on the First Chechen War 
Practice 

 

30 

 

 

 

5 

Post-Soviet Russia: From 

Liberal Illusion to Present 

Politics - Continued  

Lecture 

 

[1, p. 40-48] 

[16, p. 147-161]  

7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on The Rise of Putin’s 

Regime 

Practice 

 

30 



Week

s 

Topics of classes Form of 

class 

Reading material(s) 
Grading 

 

 

 

6 

The Baltic States: From 

Communism to The West 

World Lecture 

[1, p. 49-65] 

[63, p. 243-263] 

[28, p. 103-107; 143-

146] 

[12, p. 282-292] 

7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on the Military 

Intervention of the USSR 

in the Baltic States 

Practice 

 

30 

7 

 

Intermediate control 

work 

 

 

– 

 

 

8 

 

Post-Soviet Eastern 

Europe: Belarus, 

Moldova, And Ukraine 

Lecture 

 

[1, p. 66-78] 

[19, p. 3-10; 23-27] 

[32, p. 91-99] 

7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on The Orange 

Revolution in Ukraine  

Practice 

 

30 

9 

Post-Soviet Eastern 

Europe: Belarus, 

Moldova, And Ukraine - 

Continued 

Lecture 

 

[1, p. 78-88] 

 
7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on the Popular Uprising 

in Belarus  

Practice 

 

30 

10 

Developments in the 

Post-Soviet South 

Caucasus 
Lecture 

[11] 

[20] 

[30] 

[24] 

7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on Georgia’s Rose 

Revolution 

 

Practice 

 

30 

11 

Developments in the 

Post-Soviet Central Asia 
Lecture 

[54] 
7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on The Tulip Revolution 

in Kyrgyzstan  

Practice 

 

30 



Week

s 

Topics of classes Form of 

class 

Reading material(s) 
Grading 

12 

Recent Developments in 

Eurasia in Light of the 

New Great Game 

Lecture 

 

[31] 7 

Teamwork: Presentation 

on Chinese Expansion 

into Russia 

Practice 

 

30 

 

 

13 

 

Final Control Work Lecture 

 
Maxim

um 100 

points 

Summing up, 

announcement of 

assessments 

Practice 

Interactive dialogue 

- 
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5. HARDWARE AND/OR SOFTWARE 

Gadgets with cellular internet are a must in lectures.Activated university mail 

account (student.i.p@nmu.one) on Microsoft Office 365. 

Proven access from a PC or mobile gadget to Microsoft Office applications: 

Teams, Moodle. 



Microsoft Office software package (Word, PowerPoint) installed on PC and 

mobile gadgets. 

 

6. EVALUATION SYSTEM AND REQUIREMENTS 

6.1. The academic achievements of higher education students based on the results 

of the course will be evaluated on the scale below: 

Rating scale Institutional scale 
 

90 – 100 excellent 

75-89 good 

60-74 satisfactory 

0-59 unsatisfactory 

 

6.2. Applicants for higher education may receive a final grade in the discipline on 

the basis ofthe current assessment of the knowledge, provided that the number of 

points scored in the current testing and independent work will be at least 60 points. 

Regardless of the results of the current control, each student has the right to 

perform the final comprehensive control work on the discipline, which contains 

tasks that cover the disciplinary learning outcomes. 

Tasks of current control are given in the table in item 4 on educational weeks 1-

8. Comprehensive control work will be carried out at 9 weeks. 

7. COURSE POLICY 

7.1. Academic Integrity Policy 

The academic integrity of higher education students is an important condition for 

mastering the results of training in the discipline and obtaining a satisfactory grade 

from the current and final tests. Academic integrity is based on the condemnation 

of the practices of copying (writing with external sources other than those 

permitted for use), plagiarism (reproduction of published texts by other authors 

without attribution), fabrication (fabrication of data or facts) that can be used in 

the educational process. The policy on academic integrity is regulated by the 

Regulation on the system of prevention and detection of plagiarism at the National 

Technical University "Dnieper Polytechnic". 

http://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/System_of_prevention

_and_detection_of_plagiarism.pdf and the Code of Academic Integrity 



https://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/infrastructure/structural_divisions/Internal_q

uality_higher 

ALL CREATIVE WRITTEN TASKS ARE SUBMITTED IN ELECTRONIC 

FORM AND TESTED FOR PLAGIARISM! 

Initially, the teacher, after checking the work and identifying textual matches, 

suspects the academic dishonesty of the applicant. Then the work is returned for 

revision (citation, correction). After re-detection of text matches> acceptable 40% 

in known terms, the teachers' council of the department expertly states plagiarism 

and evaluates the work at 0 points. Further, according to the Code of Academic 

Integrity, the student is responsible for: repeated work on another topic repeated 

passing OK, deductions, deprivation of scholarships, tuition benefits, issued by 

special Committees on Integrity of the faculty, and NTU "DP". After identifying 

signs of plagiarism in the student's work, the department: 1) notifies the student 

of the zero grade due to plagiarism and the opportunity to apply to the 

Commissions, 2) keeps the student's work for a specified period, 3) informs the 

student about the reduction of the maximum final grade to 73. performance of 

work. WARNING! WHEN THE WORK IS REPEATED OR THE DISCIPLINE 

IS STUDIED THROUGH THE VIOLATION OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

MAXIMUM ASSESSMENT FOR THE DISCIPLINE OF THE DISCIPLINE! 

INDEPENDENT OF THE TYPE AND TYPE OF TASK ACADEMIC 

PLAGIARISM IS NOT ALLOWED!!! 

7.2.Communication policy 

Applicantsforhighereducationmusthaveactivateduniversitymail.Itistheresponsibil

ityofthegraduatetocheckthe Office 365 mailboxonce a week (everySunday) 

andtovisitthedisciplineteamat Microsoft 

Teams.WerecommendcreatingprofilesandsubscribingtothepagesoftheDepartment

ofAccountingandAuditingonFacebookandInstagram.Duringtheweeksofindepend

entwork, 

itistheresponsibilityofthehighereducationstudenttoworkwithinthedisciplineremot

elyinthe Microsoft Moodleapplication 

(www.do.nmu.org.ua).Allwrittenquestionstotheteacherregardingthedisciplinesho

uldbesenttotheuniversity e-mailortotheTeamsgroup. 

7.3. Reassemblypolicy. 

Re-takingthefinalcontrolofthediscipline, whenthestudentreceived a gradeof 

"unsatisfactory" (below 60 points), isallowednomorethantwice. 

Attemptsbythestudenttocorrectthegradeandpreventacademicarrearsarelimitedtoo

nemonthaftertheendoftheexaminationsession.Thereceptionofthefirstrehearsalisca



rriedoutbytheteacherwhotaughtthematerialofthediscipline. 

Admissionofthesecond - by a commissionofthreepeople: a 

teacherwhotaughtthediscipline; headofthedepartment; a 

representativeofthedean'sofficeor a teacherofthedepartment. 

Thedecisionofthecommissionisfinal.Incasethecommissionconfirmsthegrade 

"unsatisfactory" 

orthestudent'sabsencefromthecommissionmeetingwithoutgoodreasons, 

theCommissionnotifiesthedeanofthefaculty (directoroftheinstitute) 

topreparetherector'sordertoexpelthestudentforacademicfailureordeterminethecon

ditionsforre-studythisdiscipline.Re-studyby a 

studentofcertaindisciplinessimultaneouslywithstudyaccordingtoanindividualcurri

culumintwoformsofeducationisallowedonlyoncontractualterms 

(thetotalamountofsuchdisciplinesisnotmorethan 15 ECTS 

credits).Theresultsoftheliquidationofacademicdebtarerecordedin a 

separatestatement.TherecompilationprocedureissetoutintheRegulationsontheorga

nizationoftheeducationalprocess 

http://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/Pologenie_pro_organi

z_osvit_process_2019.pdf, Regulationsontheevaluationoflearningoutcomes 

http://www.nmu.org.ua/ ua / content / activity / us_documents / 

Regulations_on_evaluation_of_educational_results.pdf. 

Thepart-timestudenteliminatesthedebtbeforethebeginningofthenextsession. 

7.4. Attendingclasses. 

Forhighereducationstudents, full-

timeattendanceismandatory.Goodreasonsfornotattendingclassesareillness, 

participationinuniversityevents, businesstrips, 

whichmustbeconfirmedbydocumentsincaseofprolonged (twoweeks) 

absence.Theapplicantforhighereducationandthereasonsforabsencemustnotifythet

eachereitherinpersonorthroughtheheadmaster.If a highereducationstudentfallsill, 

werecommendstayinghomeandstudyingwith a distanceplatform.A 

highereducationstudentwhosehealthisunsatisfactoryandmayaffectthehealthofothe

rhighereducationstudentswillbeaskedtoleave 

(suchabsencewillbeconsideredanabsenceduetoillness).Gradescannotbeobtainedd

uringconsultationsorotheradditionalhoursofcommunicationwiththeteacher. 

Forobjectivereasons (forexample, internationalmobility), 

learningcantakeplaceremotely - online, inagreementwiththeteacher. 

 

8. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE 

EDUCATIONAL PROCESS OF "DP" 



Inthissection, wewanttoinformyouaboutthedocumentsof NTU "DP", 

whichdefinetherights, responsibilitiesofteachersandstudents, 

aswellasregulatetheprocessesandproceduresofeducation. 

Ifyoudonotunderstandsomething, youcancontactthehead, curator, 

teachersofthedepartment, theguarantoroftheprogram, 

theheadofthedepartmentandwewillhelpyou.Therightsandresponsibilitiesofallparti

cipantsintheeducationalprocessareregulatedbythefollowingdocumentsoftheFreeE

conomicZone:Statutehttp://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/

NTUDP_Statut_2018.pdfRegulationsontheorganizationoftheeducationalprocessh

ttp://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/Pologenie_pro_organiz

_osvit_process_2019.pdf 

Regulationsonthepracticeofhighereducationof NTU "DP" 

http://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/Provisions_on_the_pr

actice.pdf 

Regulationsontheevaluationoflearningoutcomesofhighereducation 

http://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/Regulations_on_evalu

ation_of_educational_results.pdf 

Regulationsontheorganizationofcertificationofapplicantsforthehighereducationof 

NTU "DP" 

http://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/Regulations_on_the_o

rganization_of_attestation.pdf 

Rulesofinternallaborregulationsof SHEI "NMU" 

http://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/pravyla_vnutrishnogo

_rozporadku.pdf 

Regulationsonthesystemofpreventionanddetectionofplagiarismin NTU "DP" 

http://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/us_documents/System_of_prevention

_and_detection_of_plagiarism.pdf. 

WARNING! Thelistandcontentofdocumentsareconstantlyupdated. Therefore, 

followtheinformationontheofficialwebsiteoftheuniversityinthesection: 

Constituentdocumentsandregulationshttp://www.nmu.org.ua/ua/content/activity/

us_documents/. 


